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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the subject application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 
an input/output (I/O) device feeing operative to: 

receive a fragment of electronic data from a node on a network : 
determine characteristics of the fragment of electronic data: 
e x a m i n e the fragme nt of e l ectron i c data; and 

moderate one or more interrupts to a processor of an i nt e rrupt sch e me on 
an assoc i at e d compu ti ng p l atform processor if the characteristics 
of the fragment of electronic data indicate that the fragment of 
electronic data is compr i s e s latency-sensitive data, 

2. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the latency- 
sensitive data comprises an acknowledgement (ACK). 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device comprises a 
network interface card (NIC). 

4. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the latency™ 
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sensitive data comprises one or more data packets that have a priority 
designation. 

5. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said I/O device 
is operative to moderate by substantially immediately asserting said one 
or more interrupts of said associated computing platform processor. 

6. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said I/O device 
is operative to moderate by deferring said one or more interrupts of said 
associated computing platform processor so that a predetermined number 
of interrupts per unit of time is not exceeded. 

7. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device 
is operative to moderate by deferring said one or more interrupts until a 
particular number of fragments of electronic data of a particular type are 
received by said I/O device. 

8. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said I/O device 
is operative to moderate by deferring said one or more interrupts until a 
particular quantity of electronic data is received. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said moderation of 
associated computing platform interrupt scheme Is configurable through a 
user interface, 

10. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising: 

said I/O device further being operative to measure a particular period of 

time after the receipt of a fragment of electronic data, and to 

moderate one or more interrupts of an associated computing 
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platform after said particular period of time has elapsed. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of moderating one or more interrupts of an 
associated computing platform comprising: 

receiving a fragment of electronic data from a node on a network : 

determining characteristics of the fragment of electronic data: 

exam i ning the fragment of e l e ctronic data; and 

moderating one or more interrupts to a processor of an i nterrupt ochomo 
on an associated computing p l atform processor if the 
characteristics of the fragment of electronic data indicate that the 
fragment of electronic data is comprises latency-sensitive data. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said latency- 
sensitive data comprises an acknowledgement (ACK). 

1 3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said latency- 
sensitive data comprises one or more data packets that have a priority 
designation. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein said moderating comprises 
substantially immediately interrupting said associated computing platform 
processor. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 p wherein said moderating comprises 
deferring said one or more interrupts of said associated computing 

Docket No.: 42390P12249 5 Utility Patent Application 

Application No.: 10/007,082 

PAGE 7/15 1 RCVD AT 12/2512006 8:16:42 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:lltf TO-EFXRF-2/10 1 DN1S:2738300 1 CSID:9494980601 * DURATION fnra-ss):0346 



